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Intense birding in SW Iran. (Mattias Ullman)
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Itinerary

February 2 Sade Shavar, Mazrae SgtorthernBamdej Natue Reserve) Mahmyeh night
in Ahwaz

February 3 Helveh, Shushtar Water Mills, Shushtar, west of Shushigint in Ahwaz

February 4 Ali Zoghayeh, Shavoor River, Tavahe (southern Bamdej &aserve)night
in Ahwaz

February 5 Sarakhyeh, Shtiegan Wildlife Refuge, Nasiriey, Karkeh Kooight in Ahwaz

February 6 Sade Shavar, Mazrae Seh, Tavatight in Ahwaz; night in Ahwaz

February 7 Helveh, north of Seyed Abbas, Mazrae Yek, Mazrae Sight in Ahwaz

February 8 Borvayeh, south df northof Mazrae Seh, Tavahgeight in Ahwaz

Birds

1) GragasGreylag GooseAnser anser
1 Mahmyeh 2/2
2) RostandRuddy ShelduckTadorna ferruginea
11 Tavahe 6/2
3) Snatterandsadwall Anas strepera
Grand total forAnasducks 1200015000 at Mahmyeh 2/2(and roughly the same
numbers at a distance on 6/2)
4) Blasandeurasian WigeonAnas penelope
seeAnas strepera
5) GrasandMallard Anas platyrhynchos
Helveh 3/2 Karkeh Koor 5/2
6) SkedandNorthern Shoveler Anas clypeata
seeAnas strepera
7) StjartandNorthern Pintail Anas acuta
seeAnas strepera
8) Kricka Eurasian Teal Anas crecca
seeAnas streperalO0Tavahe 4/2
9) BrunandCommon PochardAythya ferina
1 Mahmyeh 2/2
10) VaktelQuail Coturnix coturnix
2 Borvayeh 8/2
11) Svart frankolinBlack Francolin Francolinus francolinus
common recorded daily, up to 101 birds (three sites)
12) Smadoppind.ittle Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
5 Sarakhyeh 5/23 along the roadndsmall numberdavahe 6/2small numberdavahe
8/2
13) Storre flamingdGreater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus
1,000Nasiriey5/2
14) Svart storkBlack Stork Ciconia nigra
1 north of Mazrae Seh 8/2
15) Vit stork White Stork Ciconia ciconia
200 Sade Shavar 2/210along the road/2, 3 (and two nestgouth of Mazrae Seand
north of Mazrae Seh 8/2
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23)

Black Stork, north of Mazrae Seh 8 February. (Magnus Ullman)

RordromEurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris

2 Tavahe 4/21 Tavahe 6/2

DvargrordromLittle Bittern Ixobrychus minutus

1 Shavoor River 4/21 south of Mazrae Seh 8/2

NatthagemBlack-crowned Night Heron Nycticoraxnycticorax

11 Mazrae Seh 2/20Shushtar Water Mills 3/2 Ali Zoghayeh 4/2 150Mazrae Seh 6/2
50 Mazrae Seh 7/2

KohagerWestern Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

rather common, seen in moderate numbers daily, highest Buwvest of Shushtar 3/2
RallhagerSquacco HeronArdeola ralloides

1 Mahmyeh 2/2 1 Shushtar Water Mills 3/210 Sarakhyeh 5/210 along the road/2, 1
Mazrae Seh 7/2

GrahagelGrey Heron Ardea cinerea

7 birds 2/2, 1 Shushtar Water Mills 3/20 Tavahe 4/2180Nasiriey 5/2 10 Tavahe 6/2
singles7/2, small number3avahe 8/2

PurpurhéagePurple Heron Ardea purpurea

1 Tavahe 8/2

AgretthageiGreat Egret Ardea alba

4 Sade Shavar 2/2,dlong the road®/2, 7 Tavahe 4/2, Birds5/2, 10 Tavahe 6/Zmall
numbersTavahe 8/2

Pygmy Cormorant, Ali Zoghayeh 4 February. (Magnus Ullman)
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Silkeshaget.ittle Egret Egretta garzetta

common?2/2, 1Shushtar Water Mills 3/2Zmall numbergt/2, rather commorb/2, rather
common6/2, small numberg/2, small numbers/2

Revhageiestern Reef HeronEgretta gularis

4 alongthe roadnhorth ofthe Persian Gulb/2

Vit pelikanWhite PelicanPelecanu®nocrotalus

100Nasiriey 5/2

DvargskarvPygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus

1 Helveh 3/2 6 Ali Zoghayeh 4/2 1 Karkeh Koor 5/21Mazrae Seh 6/2

StorskanGreat Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

3 birds2/2, singles3/2, 15along the roa®/2, singles6/2

FiskgjuseOsprey Pandion haliaetus

1 along the roa®/2, 1 Tavahe 6/2

Svartvingad glad8lack-winged Kite Elanus caeruleusociferus

12 birds 2/2, 8 birds 3/2, 9 birds 4/2, 6 birds5/2, 2 along the roaéind 2Mazrae Seh 6/21
Helveh 7/2 5 along the roaénd7 north of Seyed Abbas 7/2 Mazrae Seh 7/212 birds
8/2

Black-winged Kite, 3 February. Distinctly grey secondaries and tips to inner primaries as
well as black bases to outer secondaries show the bird to be of spp. vociferus (of Indian
Subcontinent and further east) which currently seems to be colonising the Middle East.
(Magnus Ullman)

OrmoérnShort-toed Snake EagleCircaetus gallicus

1 Tavahes/2

Storre skrikdrrnGreater Spotted EagleClanga clanga

1 + 1Mahmyeh 2/24 Tavahe 4/215birds5/2, 2 Mazrae Seh 6/23 Tavahe 6/22 Mazrae
Seh 7/2

DvargornBooted EagleHieraaetus pennatus

3 birds2/2, 1 Borvayeh 8/2

KejsardrnEastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca

1 immatureMahmyeh 2/21 c. 4cynorth of Seyed Abbas 7/2



Greater Spotted Eagle, 5 February. (Magnus Ullman)

35) SparvhokEurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
rather common, seen daily, highest figdndelveh 3/2
36) Brun karrh6kWestern Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
common, 10 birds or more seen on 6 days, highest f&fulbgds 5/2
37) Bla karrhokHen Harrier Circus cyaneus
1 Mahmyeh 2/2 1 along the roaénd1 Helveh 3/2 1 Tavahe 4/21 north of Mazrae Seh
8/2

Pallid Harrier, south of Mazrae Seh 8 February. (Magnus Ullman)

38) StapphokPallid Harrier Circus macrourus

1 bird 2/2, 1 along the road/2, 1 Mazrae Seh 6/21 north of Seyed Abbas 7/2 south of

Mazrae Seh8/2 al so 2 unidentified Pallid/ Mont agu(
39) Brun gladaBlack Kite Milvus migrans

100 Ahvai Sarakyeh + 3@long the roa®/2, 1 south of Mazrae Seh 8/2
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OrnvrakLong-legged BuzzardButeo rufinus

2 birds2/2, 1 along the roaénd2 Helveh 3/2 1 Helveh 7/2 1 north of Seyed Abbas 7/2
Mazrae Yek 7/23 south ofMazrae Seh 8/21 Borvayeh 8/2

OrmvrakCommon BuzzardButeobuteo

2 birds2/2, 1along the roa®/2, 2 Shavoor River 4/2

VattenrallWater Rail Rallus aquaticus

1 Mazrae Sel2/2, 2 Ali Zoghayeh 4/2 1 Mazrae Seh 7/21 Borvayeh 8/2
SmaflackigsumpghonaSpotted CrakePorzana porzana

1 Mazrae Seh 6/2

RoérhénaCommon Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

5 Sade Shavar 2/5 Ali Zoghayeh 4/2 5 Shavoor River 4/2small number$/2, small
numbersTavahe 8/2

Black-winged Stilt, Tavahe. (Mattias Ullman)

StyltlopareBlack-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

common, seen daily, highest numb&Tavahe 6/2
TofsvipaNorthern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

seen in small or moderate numbers daily, highest nugtbeirds 2/2
Rodflikvipa Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus

common seen more or less everywhere
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White-tailed Lapwing, Tavahe. (Mattias Ullman)

SumpvipaWhite-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus

common,; highest number25 birds2/2, 20 Tavahe 6/230Mazrae Seh 7/2
StappvipaSocableLapwing Vanellus

1 Mazrae Sel2/2

Storre strandpipar€ommon Ringed PloverCharadrius hiaticula

1 Mazrae Seh 6/2

Svartbent strandpipai€entish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus

100birds2/2, 7 Tavahe 4/23 along the road/2, 5 Sade Shavar 6/5 Mazrae Seh 6/215
Tavahe 6/25 Mazrae Seh 7/2

Dvargbeckasidack SnipeLymnocryptes minimus

2 birds2/2, 5Mazrae Seh 6/2 Mazrae Seh 7/2

EnkelbeckasitCommon SnipeGallinago gallinago

50 birds 2/2, 1 along the roadand 1 west of Shushtar 3/25 Tavahe 4/25 birds 5/2, 5
Mazrae Sel6/2, 5 Tavahe 6/25Mazrae Seh 7/21 Tavahe 8/2

Svartsnapp&potted RedshankTringa erythropus

1 Mahmyeh 2/21 Tavahe 4/22 Tavahe 6/21 Tavahe 8/2

Roédbena&Common RedshankTringa totanus

20 birds 2/2, 6 Tavahe 4/25 along the roadb/2, 8 Mazrae Sel6/2, 15 Tavahe 6/25
Mazrae Seh 7/23 Tavahe 8/2

GronbenaNood SandpiperTringaglareola

3 birds2/2, 3 Tavahe 4/22 along the roa®/2, 5 Mazrae Seh 6/210 Tavahe 6/25Mazrae
Seh 7/22Tavahe 8/2

Dammsnéappdarsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis

40 birds 2/2 (including 25Mahmyeh 2/2, 20 Tavahe 4/28 Mazrae Seh 6/215 Tavahe
6/2, 4 Mazrae Seh 7/21 north of Mazrae Seh 8/2 Tavahe 8/2

GluttsnappaCommon GreenshanKTringa nebularia

3 birds2/2, 1 Mazrae Seh 7/21 south of Mazrae Seh 8/2
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Marsh Sandpiper, Tavahe. (Mattias Ullman)

Skogssnapp&reen SandpiperTringa ochropus

5 birds 2/2, 1 along the road/2, 1 along the road/2, 1 Mazrae Seh 6/2 Tavahe 6/21
Mazrae Seh 7/21 south of Mazrae Seh 8/2

Smasnappaittle Stint Calidris minuta

30 birds 2/2, 5 Tavahe 4/2 3 along the roadb/2, 30 Mazrae Seh 6/210 Tavahe 6/27
Mazrae Seh 7/2

Mosnappad e mmi nStik Gadidris temminckii

50 birds 2/2, 20 Tavahe 4/21 Sarakhyeh 5/28 Mazrae Seh 6/25 Tavahe 6/21 Mazrae
Seh 7/2

BrushaneRuff Philomacus pugnax

2 Mahmyeh 2/21 Tavahe 4/2

Langnabbad maSlenderbilled Gull Chroicocephalus genei

2 Sarakhyeh 5/2100along the roa®/2, 20 Tavahe 6/2

SkrattmasBlack-headed GullChroicocephalus ridibundus

75 birds 2/2, 50 Tavahe 4/2100Sarakhyelb/2, 1 Tavahe 6/2150Mazrae Seh 7/Zmall
numbersTavahe 8/2

Svarthuvad truPallas's Gull Larus ichthyaetus

2 Mazrae Seh 2/24 Sade Shavar 6/2 Mazrae Seh 6/2

StapptrutSteppe GullLarus fuscus barabensis

100along the roadear the Persian Guind30 Nasiriey 5/2

Sandtarnaull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica

3 Sarakhyeh 5/240along the road/2

Skrantarna&Caspian TernHydroprogne caspia

1 Nasiriey 5/2
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Whiskered Tern, Sarakhyeh 5 February. (Mattias Ullman)

SkaggtarndVhiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

10 Shushtar 3/214 (ncluding 3 in breeding plumagelavahe 4/2 25 Sarakhyeh 5/210
along the roa®/2, 3Tavahe 6/26 Tavahe 8/2

Vitvingad tarnaTern Chlidonias

17 (including 3 in breeding plumagéjavahe 6/2

[TamduvaFeral Rock Dove Columba livia(domest.)]

recorded daily

RingduvaCommon WoodpigeonColumba palumbus

1,000 Helveh 3/2, 1 Ali Zoghayeh eneflock 4/2, small numbers along the road 5/2, 50
Mazrae Seh 6/2, 168dsHelveh 7/2, rather common Borvayeh 8/2

TurkduvaEurasian Collared DoveStreptopelia decaocto

common, recorded daily

White-throated Kingfisher, Mazrae Seh. (Mattias Ullman)



